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Kiramatisho (caretaker) Women’s Group, Oimerru, Kenya

In November of 2009, after attending OFDC sponsored women'’ s training on basic health, HIV/AIDS
awareness, women' s rights under Kenyan law and simple business, this group of rural Kenyan women
received a microcredit loan of $900 to purchase 30 goats. With OFDC-funded revolving loans now under
the direction of the mamasin Talek and Kitae, OFDC is establishing microcredit in the Narok area. The
Kiramitisho Women’s Group is our pilot group.

The women will sdll the offspring of their goats and use the profits to repay their loan over the course of a
year. Once paid, the mamas are now business women and own property. The use of the profits from the
goat-raising will go to feed, clothe, purchase medicine and educate their children.

From left to right:

Esther Parisaiyie — 35 years, no schooling, 8 children*, first of 2 wives**.

Paulina Sinigi, Chairlady— 43 years, no schooling, 12 children, wife number two. Her husband had two
other wives who died and she raises their children.

Purity Sinigi, Secretary — 24 years, completed secondary school, one child, the only wife.

Lorna Kool — 30 years, no schooling (note thumbprint signature below), 7 children, second wife.
Mary Masikonte — 24 years, completed primary school, 2 children, first wife, husband may marry others.
Elizabeth Kool, Treasurer — 28 years, no schooling, 4 children, the first wife, husband may marry others.

A warm asante sana or thank you from the mamas for your support.

*Through economic empowerment women gain a voice in their reproductive health and birth rates go down.
** Polygamy islegal in Kenya, FGM (female genital mutilation) is not. It isstill practiced by the Maasai, the tribe of these women.
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